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Test Automation in Practice
John Smith

Smith Institute
js@smith.edu

Panel Organization
       The proposed panelists are:
       …….

Abstract

Developing and implementing a successful test automation strategy can provide enormous benefit for a software project. However, automating tests is not cheap or easy. It does not replace the need for manual testing or enable to "down-size" the testing group. Automated testing can be made to be cost-effective, if best practices are applied to the process. This panel goal is to discuss techniques that are able to facilitate the adoption of test automation in practice.
Format

The proposed format for the discussion is as follows:
· Moderator gives brief introduction of panelists and discussion guidelines – 5 minutes
· Panelist position presentations (5-10 minutes each)
· Questions & answers (30 minutes)
Sample questions in addition to those from audience are:  
· Are the currently known test derivation approaches appropriate for an efficient test derivation? Is there a systematic, logical basis for determining which one is more appropriated for a certain application domain? 
· What are efficient ways to bridge the abstraction contended in software requirements to executable test cases? How to create test drivers cost-effectively? 
· What are the efficient ways to support automated test result verification?
· What can be done to leverage the introduction of automation approaches? 

Description

The topics that are covered include:

· Which test automation techniques are currently more frequently used in the in the software industry? 
· What is the typical context where those techniques are applied? 
· What are the difficulties on introducing and using testing automation in practice? 
· How can a test team be best supported to achieve reasonable testing automation level? 

Panel discussion to end with summary of panelists vision of what types of tools and methods future distributed development teams will use for effective collaboration. 

More details ….. ……………
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Notes: The sample is provided only to help understand the template better. . Contents of the above sample are from a proposal submitted to COMPSAC 2006.
